
INSTRUCTIONS- Delete orange helper text from final draft of burn plan. 
Double click check boxes to toggle between checked and not checked.
PRESCRIBED BURN PLAN

SIGNATURE PAGE

State: 		________________________________________
Preserve/Site: 	________________________________________
Burn Unit Number/Name: ________________________________

Fire Planner, prepared by: [Primary author must sign.]            
Name: ____________________  		____________________		_________
Title:    ____________________		Signature				Date

Fire Manager Approval:   [Signature from designated TNC Fire Manager.]           
Name: ____________________  		____________________		_________
Title:    ____________________		Signature				Date
Director of Fire Management: [or designee][Required for Consequence Ranking of Red]
Name: _____________________		_____________________		_________
Title: _____________________		Signature 				Date

[bookmark: Check1][bookmark: Check2]Consequence Rating:  	|_| Green     |_| Yellow 	|_| Red 
Complexity Rating:  	 	|_| Low 	|_|Medium		|_| High
Minimum Burn Boss Qualification:  |_| RXB3     |_| RXB2     |_| RXB1

Technical Review Required  |_| Yes	 |_| No
[Technical Review is required when burn plan is both prepared by and approved by the same person. Technical review is optional when not required.]
Technical Review attached  |_| Yes	 |_| No
[A signed TNC Technical Reviewer Checklist must be attached to completed burn plan when technical review is required.]
Expiration Date of Plan: ________________ [Plan expires five years from date of approval signature, or sooner as directed by designated Fire Manager and/or state and local regulations.]

Disclaimer: The following prescribed burn unit plan (the “Plan”) was prepared by or on behalf of The Nature Conservancy. To the extent the Conservancy has authorized a third party to use this Plan, the authorization is explicitly limited to the prescription set forth in the Plan. In addition, use of the Plan is not authorized if the Conservancy gives verbal or written indication that burning is not appropriate on any given day. Any use of this Plan is at the user’s own risk. By using this Plan, the User agrees to indemnify and hold the Conservancy and its employees harmless from any injury or loss arising from the burn activities or use of the Plan.
 DESCRIPTION OF BURN AREA

GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION
State/ County:	
Ownership of burn area: 		
T/R/Sec.:	
Burn Unit (acres): 	
Burn Perimeter (distance):	
Lat/Long: [Aviation: Decimal degrees to four decimal places.] 	


NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

Burn area description: [Include a written description of the burn area, including topography, vegetation, and fuels both within and surrounding the burn area.]

Picture of representative fuels and topography: [Insert image.]

Unique features: [Written description of any unique natural or cultural features of the site, or indicate none.]

VEGETATION AND FUELS

Within Burn Area :

	Vegetation Types
	Fuel Models
	% of Unit Area
	% Slope
	Aspect

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Adjacent fuels description: [Written description of surrounding landscape in terms of fuels and vegetation.]



GOALS AND OBJECTIVES OF BURN

FIRE MANAGEMENT GOALS  
[Long term goals for the area to be burned, how fire impacts the area for desirable outcomes, e.g. list goals for habitat restoration, fuels reduction, vegetation management, invasive species control, rare or threatened species, etc. Also comment on how fire may be applied at the site over time for TNC sites lacking Site Fire Management Plans.]
· 

SPECIFIC BURN OBJECTIVES
[What do you want to accomplish with this burn; specific measurable and achievable outcomes – e.g. first order fire effects, resource management, safety, training, etc.]
· 




PRESCRIPTION

FUEL AND WEATHER PRESCRIPTION  
[Give acceptable ranges; delete rows of parameters not relevant to the specific site and requirements; add any additional parameters appropriate to site requirements e.g. drought index, ERC, LVORI, etc. The selection of the parameter ranges should be based on the conditions necessary to achieve the desired results in a safe and effective manner.] 

	Fuel Parameters:
	MIN
	MAX

	1-Hour Fuel Moisture (%)  	
	
	

	10-Hour Fuel Moisture (%)
	
	

	100-Hour Fuel Moisture (%)  	
	
	

	Live Fuel Moisture (%)  		
	
	

	Other (e.g. KBDI, Live/dead ratio):
	
	

	
	
	

	Weather Parameters:
	
	

	Air Temperature (ºF)
	
	

	Relative Humidity (%)
	
	

	Days Since Rain  		
	
	

	20 ft wind speed (mph)
	
	

	Wind Direction(s)
	
	

	Midflame Windspeed (mph)
	
	

	Atmospheric Mixing Height (ft)
	
	


			
Excluded combinations of parameters [List any combinations of parameters excluded from acceptable burn window, e.g. winds > mph and 1-hour Fuel Moisture < 7%.] 


PRESCRIBED FIRE BEHAVIOR [Describe desired fire behavior.  How will you manipulate fire behavior to meet management and control objectives?]


PREDICTED BEHAVIOR FOR FREE BURNING FIRE  [Outputs from BEHAVE PLUS: use inputs from fuel and weather prescription, include predictions for fuels surrounding burn unit; include a chart for each fuel model used.  Use this information as a guide to the potential range of behavior from a free-burning fire, and for contingency planning.]
  
	FUEL MODEL #
	ACCEPTABLE FIRE BEHAVIOR RANGE

	
	MIN
	MAX

	Rate of spread (ch/hr)
	
	

	Headfire flame length (feet)
	
	

	Backfire flame length (feet)
	
	

	Scorch height (feet)
	
	

	Spotting distance (mi)
	
	

	Probability of ignition (%)
	
	



	FUEL MODEL #
	ACCEPTABLE FIRE BEHAVIOR RANGE

	
	MIN
	MAX

	Rate of spread (ch/hr)
	
	

	Headfire flame length (feet)
	
	

	Backfire flame length (feet)
	
	

	Scorch height (feet)
	
	

	Spotting distance (mi)
	
	

	Probability of ignition (%)
	
	




SMOKE MANAGEMENT

List downwind/down drainage smoke sensitive areas: [List and describe any smoke sensitive areas that may be affected by the project, taking into account not only the day of the project but also several following days. Include direction and distance.]

Other smoke issues: [On-site items such as fire personnel, wildlife or other, and actions to mitigate potential smoke impacts.]

Map of smoke sensitive areas attached?  Yes / No

Describe smoke management techniques: [Describe smoke management actions and desirable smoke behavior.]

Prohibited wind directions: [Wind directions not allowed due to smoke issues.]
	


PERSONNEL AND EQUIPMENT


CREW ORGANIZATION
Burn Boss(es) qualification level: [RXB1, RXB2, RXB3]

Minimum number and types of firefighters required: [Minimum number and minimum qualifications required to safety conduct the burn.]

Organizational chart:  [Text description of typical arrangement of fire personnel; optional diagrams, the following are offered as examples.]
 (
Burn Boss (RXB2)
Squad Boss
Squad Boss
FEMO/ WX
Holding
Ignition
Holding
Ignition
Engine
Engine
Ignition
Ignition
)
or
 (
Burn Boss
(RXB2)
Firing Boss (FIRB)
Holding Boss (CRWB or ENGB)
FEMO/ WX
Engine
Engine
Holding
Ignition
Ignition
Ignition
Holding
Holding
)



EQUIPMENT [List minimum number and type of equipment needed; all listed items must be present and functional on the burn; plan reviewer should compare listed items to TNC Guidelines for certain equipment such as PPE, radios, smoke signs, drinking water, hand tools, firing devices, and water delivery equipment available on standby.]

	Equipment Item
	Quantity
	Source

	Engine [Water delivery system]
	
	

	Radios [minimum of 3]
	
	

	Weather Kit
	
	

	First Aid kit
	
	

	PPE for all personnel
	
	

	Headlamps for all personnel if burning after dark
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



· Type and location of local water source(s): [Where is water for refilling water delivery equipment? Helpful to mark on maps.]


SCHEDULING

[Describe the timing of when the prescribed fire needs to be completed. Consider time of year, time of day, season, phenological stage of the vegetation, other treatments that may need to be completed first, events such as hunting season that may preclude burning, etc. Also, discuss how the burn may affect the availability of suppression resources in the area.]

· Burn Duration: [Estimate of expected operational time needed for a burn from pre-burn preparations through mop-up and the beginning of post-burn monitoring.]

· Will this burn be implemented or continue into night-time? [Yes/No]

· Will the burn exceed 1 burning period? 
[Discuss whether the burn may continue over one or several operational periods. Describe circumstances that may cause the burn to extend across multiple operational periods.]



PRE-BURN PREPARATIONS


PERMITS
Burn Permit/Notification Required?		Yes / No
Source(s): 

Air Quality Permit/Notification Required?		Yes / No
Source(s):

Burn Permit application/approval process?


NOTIFICATIONS   [List all agencies and neighbors.]

	Name
	Date 
(before, day of, after burn)
	Method (email, mail, phone, etc)
	Contact Information

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



FIREBREAK PREPARATIONS
[Describe the type and locations of primary control lines and any fire line construction required prior to ignition of the burn; note any mitigations needed for snags or other hazards; identify any mitigations for fire sensitive areas.] 


WEATHER AND AIR QUALITY FORECASTS
[Describe the type and source of forecasts to be obtained and reviewed prior to ignition.]



COMMUNICATIONS

· Communications plan: Insert chart for communications plan or attach ICS 201 
[Standard TNC FIRE tactical frequency in the US is 151.625 Mhz.]

EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE
Fire: 
Law Enforcement: 
Medical: 
TNC Attorney: 
Fire Manager: [24-hour access numbers]
Nearest land-line telephone to unit:
Cell coverage notes:

· Public Access/Conflicts with Public use:  [Provide information regarding public accessibility of burn units including access routes by vehicle or trail. If applicable, provide detailed information regarding road, trail, campsite or hunting closures, and needed signage, posting of traffic control.]



· Public relations:  [Describe media, outreach, or other proactive communications required prior to burning; describe how general inquiries or public contacts will be managed.]


SAFETY AND MEDICAL

[Driving route to nearest Hospital, location of first aid kits, sources of emergency assistance, identify possible air evacuation landing site, avoiding overhead power lines, and give LAT LON or other appropriate coordinates used by local Emergency Services.]

· Safety zones and Escape Routes:  [Provide detail specific to the burn area.]



· Unusual hazards to crew:  [List specific items to be described to fire personnel prior to burning.]



IGNITION

· Ignition Plan: [Identify the firing patterns and tactics likely to result in desired fire effects; consider time required to complete burnout, and approaches that afford a wide margin for safety and containment. Maintain flexibility to respond to conditions of the day.]


· Fire sensitive areas: [Elements within the burn area that may need special consideration by ignition and holding, e.g. wooden signs, RCW trees, historic features, etc.] 



HOLDING

· Holding Plan: [Include known critical holding concerns.]


· Type and location of local water source(s): [Where is water for refilling water delivery equipment? Helpful to mark on maps.]


CONTINGENCY PLAN

Escape response procedures: [Contingency map is helpful.]
· Who declares an escaped fire?

· Who will direct the suppression efforts until response authority arrives? 

Location, description, and availability of nearest emergency resources:

	Description
	Contact Point Person
	Contact Method (phone, radio frequency)
	Availability
	Response Time (from time of call to arrival on scene)

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Secondary control lines: 

· North 

· South 

· East 

· West 

MONITORING

· Fire behavior and weather monitoring: [Describe on-site monitoring to be completed before, during and after the burn.]

POST-IGNITIONS ACTIVITIES

· Mop-up:

· Fireline or other Rehabilitation: 

· Follow-up Monitoring Plan for Days Post-ignition:

· Parameters for declaring the unit cold/out:

ATTACHMENTS

Prescribed Burn Approval Form [Required]
[bookmark: _Hlk201849839]Go/No Go Checklist [Required]
Complexity Analysis [Required]
TNC Documentation [Required]
Technical Reviewer Checklist [Sometimes Required]
Maps
Burn Unit Map (fuels/crew) [Required]
Contingency map
Vicinity Map 
Smoke Management Map (smoke sensitive areas)
Aerial photograph
Preserve/site burn areas Map
Evacuation/Hospital Map





December 2025

image1.jpeg
TheNature (%
Conservancy @




